
 

Updates have been posted as we have been getting them.  These are the latest guidelines as of June 4, 2020. 

Please note, churches are not designed to be sterile environments.  There may be unintended direct or indirect contact 

with others.  That said, we are taking recommended precautions to assure the safest environment we can but you are 

responsible for your own health and safety.  To help us gather in a safe and loving way, Bishop Kettler has given some 

important directions.  Here are the ones most applicable to us. 

1. Bishop Kettler continues to suspend all Catholics from the obligation to attend Mass until further notice. 

2. Those who are at risk.  If you feel sick, have a compromised immune system, or are uncomfortable with the 

possibility of getting the virus, please do not take a chance by attending Mass.  Please stay home. 

3. Anyone who is over 65 years old is encouraged to stay home.  You know your health condition so use your best 

judgment.  And if nothing else, consider attending a daily Mass with fewer people so others who work during 

the week may attend a weekend Mass. 

4. We may fill our churched up to 25% of seating capacity.  Pews are marked for your use. 

a. St. Edward – 55  (There was a typo in last week’s bulletin)  

b. St. Francis – 57  (There was a typo in last week’s bulletin) 

c. St. Mary - 150 

5. People will be counted as they arrive for Mass.  When capacity is reached, people will have a couple options. 

a. Try a different time or place for Mass. 

b. Watch Mass. 

6. Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance of church. 

7. Churches will be sanitized after each Mass.  All the surfaces normally touched will be wiped down by volunteers.  

If you are over the age of 65 or otherwise at risk, please do not volunteer after Mass. 

8. Practice social distancing.  Please keep six feet apart.  However, members of the same household may sit 

together. 

9. The Bishop is strongly encouraging face coverings, and gloves may be worn.  Please remove the mask and gloves 

when receiving Holy Communion. 

10. All ministers must wash or sanitize their hands before and after Mass.  This includes priests, sacristans, lectors, 

greeters, ushers, and musicians. 

11. No servers or extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist.  This will be evaluated after a time. 

12. Holy Water Fonts will remain empty.  They will be filled again when restrictions are lifted. 

13. Hymnals and Missalettes have been removed.  To keep multiple people from handling the same books. 

14. We will not have processions.  The priest will enter Mass from the sacristy and return to the sacristy after Mass. 

15. The Sign of Peace will be omitted.  The bishop will reinstate this part of Mass when restrictions are lifted.  We 

can turn to one another and say “Peace.” 

16. Congregational singing is to be omitted.  There may be some music by an instrumentalist and cantor.  Lengthy 

Mass parts are to be said. 

17. Social gatherings are discouraged.  If visiting takes place, please go outside for the fresh air and keep your 

distance. 

18. Daily Masses will no longer be live-streamed.  Please attend a live Mass on weekdays or watch another option. 

19. Anointing of the Sick.  Please call for a priest if you are deathly ill, having major surgery, or have a serious health 

concern. 

20. Baptisms are allowed 

21. Confirmation.  We are waiting for the Bishop’s office to inform us how to proceed with Confirmation. 

22. Weddings and Funerals.  These liturgies may now be celebrated according to the precautions as set in this 

document. 

23. Please be patient.  This is new for us as well.  We are leaning as we go and we desire that this process be as safe 

as possible for everyone. 


